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"Political impacts on intergovernmental 
fiscal transfers in Japan"

 Yūsaku HORIUCHI (Senior Lecturer)

 堀内勇作助教授
Crawford School of Economics and Government

The Australian National University

June 28th 2007 (Thursday), from 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm
Maison franco japonaise, room 601 (6th floor)

Summary

This talk is based on some of my recent papers, which statistically estimate political impacts on inter-
governmental fiscal transfers in Japan. The first paper (AJPS 2003) shows that the electoral reform of 1994 
resulted in an unprecedented degree of equalization in legislative representation (teisū zesei), which resulted in 
an equalization of total transfers per person. The second paper (under review) shows that contrary to a widely 
shared belief, under the old electoral system for Lower House elections (i.e., the SNTV system) the governing 
coalition manipulated the budget allocation in favor of the opposition – empirical evidence for the distributive 
consequences of politics of collusion (kokutai seiji) in Japan. The third working paper estimates the impacts of 
political participation on per capita total transfers.

Biography

Y. HORIUCHI is a Senior Lecturer in the Crawford School of Economics and Government at the Australian Na-
tional University. He earned his M.A. in economics from Yale University and Ph.D. in political science from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His research interests include comparative politics, political economy, 
public opinion, and research methods. He is the author Institutions, Incentives and Electoral Participation in 
Japan: Cross-Level and Cross-National Perspectives (RoutledgeCurzon 2005). He also published articles in Ameri-
can Journal of Political Science, British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, among others. A complete CV and his publications are available at http://www.horiuchi.org

How to attend the Lunch Seminar ?

The participation to the Lunch Seminar is free but 
registration is strictly required. Please apply by e-mail 
to : lechevalier@mfj.gr.jp ; or by fax (03-5421-7652) 
specifying your : 

– name – adress
– company or institution – phone 
– position – e-mail

NB : The presentation will be followed by a discussion 
with the participants (in English, no translation).
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