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Otsu-e in Catalonia: Eudald Serra, Cels Gomis and Joan Miro

NI —Zv ANCHIFDEE
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Ricard Bru (Universitat Autbnoma de Barcelona)
DAIL-TILOULEDFEBRE)

There are several examples that shows us how during the 20th century Otsu-e paintings were spread
abroad and became admired by a few great artists such as Pablo Picasso. From this point of view, the lec-
ture aims to introduce the interest generated by Otsu-e among Catalan collectors and artists, such as the
sculptor Eudald Serra and the painter Joan Miré. In this regard, the attraction for mingei arts & crafts,
and Otsu-e in particular, in Catalonia (autonomous region located in the north-east of Spain), was due to
two key persons: Eudald Serra (1911-2002) and Cels Gomis (1912-2000), two friends that shared several
years in Japan.

Eudald Serra, surrealist sculptor in his youth, was born in Barcelona in 1911 and lived in Japan from
1935 to 1948, a long period in which he met her wife (great-daughter of the president of Sumitomo) and
he established contact with the mingei movement and with artists such as Hamada and Munakata. In Ja-
pan, Serra worked as sculptor but he also became interested in woodblock printing, lithography, ceramics
and lacquer, among others. It is in this context that, he became deeply interested in folk-arts, particularly
in ceramics and in Otsu-e paintings. As a result, Serra formed an important mingei collection, including
Otsu-e, one of his passions in Japan.

Cels Gomis, brother of the well-known photographer Joaquim Gomis, was a traveller, a globetrotter that
lived to discover cultures and landscapes. He lived in Japan from 1939 to 1946 and, during this period, he
became a close friend of Eudald Serra. At the same time, Gomis became also interested in Japanese arts,
mingei folk arts and traditional dolls. As a result, he collected several hundreds of kokeshi, together with
ceramics and an important number of Otsu-e paintings and studies.

Serra and Gomis came into contact with some of the leading scholars and collectors on Otsu-e, such as
Yanagi Soetsu, Yamauchi Shinpu and Komenami Shoichi, and collected a significant number of paintings.
Thus, it is not surprising to see how, back in Barcelona, during the ‘50 and the ‘60s, both friends promot-
ed activities, exhibitions and papers to explain the value of Otsu-e and the Japanese folk arts. Thanks to
their work, not just Joan Miré and his network of friends were able to discover and admire the popular
Japanese painting but even the city of Barcelona formed a small collection of Otsu-e, now presented for
the first time.
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