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Circulation of scholarsand knowledge between Japan and the West.

This research plan follows two complementary lioégeasoning: it provides a sociological
account of Japanese contemporary intellectual tidgra to the West as well as an analysis of
how these circulations have resulted in variousharges of knowledge between different
(national and cultural) spaces.

It aims, first, at understanding the current pateof intellectual and academic migrations. It
focuses on scholars who work in the field of hureeiences and seeks to analyze who, among
them, move, how and for what reasons. Doing soseitks not only to understand the
sociological dimension of contemporary events,dsib to link them with the history of social
sciences in Japan during thé"2&entury. As a matter of fact, the Japanese fiélduonan and
social sciences originally developed by adaptingopean and American theories and
methodological devices. The history of intellectaathanges (and consequently of intellectual
migrations) between Japan and the West is therefioleast one century old and allows us to
understand the present in the light of the pasatvdifferences and what continuities can we
observe between the current process of scientlfibadjzation and the previous academic
connections? To what extend do American and Eurosemial sciences impinge on the
Japanese research: has the centrality of US uitiesrssuperseded the prior European
influence; to what extend, also, is the Japaneet fof human sciences focussed on
international (vs. national) questions? Last lunttleast, are the Western-type social sciences
still to be the dominating scientific pattern iretfuture or could we give credit to the idea that
Asian scholars will create their own social scienagithout borrowing from the West, as some
Japanese scholars, among others, have recentiydirgu

The second line of reasoning followed in this regegroject is based on the hypothesis that the
circulation of Japanese scholars to the West cabheatinderstood without analyzing, in the
same time, the circulation of Western scholarsdpad. Needless to say that the fields of
Japanese studies in the West have been growiniggdine last decades, to an unprecedented
extend. How do these European and American schalzby/ze the Japanese society, and to
what extend do their point of view differ — or cenge — with the one of their Japanese
colleagues? What texts, methodical devices andeboai knowledge do they bring to (and
conversely bring back from) Japan? What kind ofatmiration but also (sometimes fruitful)
misunderstanding are created through these varigslations of Japanese and Western
scholars?
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