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Summary

To promote public-private linkage in scientifi c research through policy initiatives, it is essential for policy makers 
to understand the mechanism for producing, transmitting, and utilizing scientifi c knowledge between private 
and public sectors. However, institutional and organizational features of public-private linkage appear to 
diff er from one country to another. Indeed, Japanese innovation system is quite distinct from other advanced 
countries in many respects. This paper explores salient institutional characteristics which are likely to aff ect rate 
and direction of public-private linkage in Japan. In particular, we would like to present policy challenge distilled 
from the experience in the 1990s in view of (i) public funding scheme, (ii) Japanese pro-patent policy for the 
public sector, and (iii) mobility of researchers across private and public sectors.
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Yōsuke Okada (Ph.D. of Economics, University of Tokyo) is Professor of Economics at the Faculty of Economics 
of Hitotsubashi University. His current research interests lie in (1) patent statistics and policy evaluation of pu-
blic R&D in biomedical fi elds, and (2) law and economics of competition policy. His recent publications among 
others are: “Competition and Productivity in Japanese Manufacturing Industries,” Journal of the Japanese and 
International Economies 19, 2005; “How to Fight Hard Core Cartel? Comments on Collusion in Industrial Eco-
nomics,” Journal of Industry, Competition and Trade 5, 2005; “Industry-Government-University Cooperation 
in Japanese National Innovation System,” in Kotaro Suzumura, Sadao Nagaoka and Masaharu Hanazaki eds., 
Design and Evolution of Japanese Economic System, University of Tokyo Press, 2006. 

How to attend the Lunch Seminar ?

The participation to the Lunch Seminar is free but 
registration is strictly required. Please apply by 
e-mail to : lechevalier@mfj .gr.jp ; or by fax (03-5421-
7652) specifying your : 

– name – adress
– company or institution – phone 
– position – e-mail

NB : The presentation will be followed by a discussion 
with the participants (in English, no translation).

For a map of Ebisu area, please look at http://www.mfj .gr.jp/jp/
map-j.html
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Forthcoming

■ December 17, 2007 (Monday), 12:30 - 14:00
CEO Compensation and Firm Performance in 
Japan
By Kubo Katsuyuki (Associate Professor, Waseda 
University, Graduate School of Commerce)

■ January 18, 2007 (Friday), 12:30 - 14:00
On the Dismissal Regulation in Japan 
By Kambayashi Ryo (Associate Professor, 
Hitotsubashi University, Institute of Economic 
Research)

Please note that this is a "brown bag lunch seminar" (please bring your sandwiches or "bento").


