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Summary

After “the crisis” of the welfare state followed by its shrinking, we 
have been on the transition to a formation of an alternative/new 
one, the so-called post-welfare state in various ways, depending on 
the country. How has Japan coped with this crisis of welfare state? 
In general, the welfare budget was cut and the “Independence 
Support” –Japanese version of workfare reform– was introduced 
in many areas. The outcomes of these reforms are the widening of 

income gaps and the increase of poverty and the anti-poverty cam-
paign. Partly due to this, the DPJ managed to remove the LDP from 
power, which is a historical change on the Japanese political scene. 
In the seminar, will be discussed (1) How Japan coped with “the cri-
sis of welfare state” and (2) What is the future for the social security 
system in Japan by drawing on two major social security policies of 
DPJ which are Child Allowance and Earned Income Tax Credit.

Short Biography of KATADA Kaori

KATADA Kaori was graduated in Social Policy 
from Tokyo Metropolitan University. She was 
part-time lecturer at Tokyo Gakugei Univer-
sity and Obirin University, before being ap-
pointed Assistant Professor in the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Social Policy of 
Saitama Prefectural University. She is a com-
mittee member of the Basic Income Japan 

Network and a member of the executive board of Hot-Pot, a NPO 
dealing with poverty. Her research areas include politics of pov-
erty, women and poverty, social policy and basic income.

Short Biography of Thierry RIBAULT

Thierry RIBAULT is economist, researcher at 
CNRS (National Scientific Research Center) 
since 1994. A former fellow of the Japan So-
ciety for Promotion of Science, he has been 
a visiting professor and researcher in several 

universities and institutions in Japan (Tokyo Univ., Nagoya Univ., 
Kwansei Univ., Japan Institute of Labor), New Zealand (Victoria 
Univ.) and Germany (Jena Univ.). He has been appointed Research 
fellow at UMIFRE 19 CNRS-MAEE, French Research Institute on 
Contemporary Japan, French-Japanese House (Tokyo), to conduct 
a research on Japanese Youth in Emergence.
http://clerse.univ-lille1.fr/spip.php?article125.



How to get there ?

Nichifutsu Kaikan (MFJ) : Shibuya-ku, Ebisu, 3-9-25
▷ From the Ebisu JR station take the Skywalk Exit, turn left and walk 5 mn alongside Yebisu 
Garden Place.
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How to attend the Lunch Seminar ?

The participation to the Lunch Seminar is free but 
registration is strictly required. Please apply by 
e-mail to : mikasa@mfj.gr.jp ; or by fax (03-5421-7652) 
specifying your : 
– name – adress
– company or institution – phone 
– position – e-mail

NB : The presentation will be followed by a discussion 
with the participants (in English, no translation).

What is the Lunch Seminar? 

This typical event has been organized at the Maison-Franco Japonaise (Nichi-Futsu Kaikan) – Room 601 (6F) 

from 12.30 to 14.00, since 2004 with the generous support from the Economic Section of the French Embassy 

and the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Japan. For more information, please visit the website of 

the seminar : http://www.mfj.gr.jp/lunch_seminar/lunch_seminar.html 

 Please note that this is a "brown bag lunch seminar" (please bring your sandwiches or "bento").
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