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Summary

Since the beginning of the 1990s, the stagnation of the economy as been accompanied by structural changes
on the labor market. In this context, the number of unemployed went up sharply, especially among young
people, as did the number of young people known as “freeters’, who do not work as full-time employees but
move from one part-time, or contract, job to another. The increase in these two groups was seen as the result
of a change toward work among young Japanese. However, what lies behind the change in Japanese young
people’s behavior is not simply a change in the work ethic. Rather, these are the by-products of the confusion
in the Japanese employment system, which is unable to deal adequately with the new age. In turn, it may have
important consequences for the future of the Japanese employment system.
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