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What is the Lunch Seminar at MFJ? 
This typical event has been organized at the 
Maison franco-japonaise (Nichi-Futsu Kaikan) 
since 2004. It offers a presentation followed 
by a dis cussion dedicated to a specific issue 
of the time and it aims at bringing a better 
understanding of Japanese economy and society. 
This is a brown bag lunch semi nar (please bring 
your bento or sandwiches). Coffee available. 

How to attend the Lunch Seminar?
The participation to the Lunch Seminar is free but 
registration is strictly required. 
Please apply by e-mail to contact@mfj.gr.jp or 
by fax (03-5421-7651) specifying your name, 
company or institution, position, address, phone 
and e-mail. 
For more information, see: http://www.mfj.gr.jp/
web/lunch_seminar/lunch_seminar.html.

Fri. June 27th, 2014
12:30 - 14:00⎢ room 601⎢ in English (no translation)

History as Present in East Asia:  
A Geopolitical Perspective 

Speaker Karoline POSTEL-VINAY (CERI, Sciences Po Paris)

Moderator Jean-Michel BUTEL (MFJ, UMIFRE 19)

Regional cooperation in East Asia is hindered by the continuing historical disputes be-
tween the region’s main powers, China, Japan and Korea. While the end of the bipolar 
order opened some space of cooperation, albeit with limitations – the Korean division as 
well as the PRC/Taiwan division are still major sources of conflict – the rise of nationalism 
in the early 21st century has brought new uncertainties. Seemingly irreconcilable posi-
tions have re-emerged around a variety of issues ranging from the ownership of islets in 
the East Asian seas to the collective memory of the Pacific War.
This presentation aims at making sense of the recurring tensions in East Asia by taking 
into account a variety of historical and geopolitical legacies from the break-up of the 
Chinese empire in the mid-nineteenth century to the outcomes of the Cold War in the 
region.


